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Please find below a communication from the EXAMINER in charge of this application 

Commissioner of Patents 



1 . The Group and/or Art Unit of U.S. Patent application 08/46^ 554 has changed in 
order to expedite the correlation of papers with the application please direct ?" future 
correspondence to Group 1800, Art Unit 1817. 

2. The amendments filed 8/11/97 and 10/22/97 have been entered into the record. 

3. A reference relevant to the examination of this application may soon become available. 
Ex parte prosecution is SUSPENDED from the date of this letter. Upon availability of the relevant 
reference ex parte prosecution will be resumed. 

4. Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this general application should 
be directed to the Group receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 308-0196. 

Papers relating to this application may be submitted to Group 1800 by facsimile 
transmission. The faxing of such papers must conform with the notice published in the Official 
Gazette, 1096 OG 30 (November 15, 1989). Shouia applicant wish to FAX a response, the 
current FAX number for Group 1800 is (703) 308-4242. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to Patricia A. Duffy, Ph.D. whose telephone number is (703) 305-7555. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday from 6:30 AM to 3:00 PM. If attempts to 
reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, Paula Hutzell, can 
be reached at (703) 308-4310. 



Patricia A. Duffy, Ph.D. 
November 6, 1997 
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DATE: December 8, 1997 

PAGES, INCLUDING COVER SHEET: 3 



FROM: PATRICIA A. DUFFY 
EXAMINER, ART UNIT 1817 
FAX NUMBER: (703) 305-7939 



PHONE NUMBER: (703) 305-7555 



TO: John Storella 

FIRM: Townsend, Townsend and Crew 
ATTORNEY'S DOCKET # OR SERIAL: 08/466,554 
FAX/TELECOPIER NUMBER: 415-576-0300 

COMMENTS: Per your request, attached is a copy of the letter of suspension in the above 
recited application. Mail date of the letter is 1 1/10/97. 



IF YOU HAVE NOT RECEIVED ALL THE PAGES OF THIS TRANSMISSION, PLEASE 
CONTACT THE EXAMINER AT THE TELEPHONE NUMBER LISTED ABOVE. 

ALL FAX MACHINES RECEIVE TRANSMISSIONS 24 HOURS PER DAY, SEVEN 
DAYS PER WEEK. 

IN COMPLIANCE WITH 1096 OG 30 . THE FILING DATE ACCORDED EACH 
OFFICIAL FAX TRANSMISSION WILL BE DETERMINED BY THE FAX MACHINE 
DATE STAMP FOUND ON THE LAST PAGE OF THE TRANSMISSION, UNLESS 
THAT DATE IS A SATURDAY, SUNDAY, OR FEDERAL HOLIDAY WITHIN THE 
DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA, IN WHICH CASE THE OFFICIAL DATE OF RECEIPT 
WILL BE THE NEXT BUSINESS DAY. 

THE DOCUMENT(S) ACCOMPANYING THIS FACSIMILE TRANSMISSION CONTAIN(S) INFORMATION FROM THE UNITED 
STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE WHICH IS CONFIDENTIAL AND/OR LEGALLY PRIVILEGED. THIS 
INFORMATION IS FOR THE USE OF THE INDIVIDUAL OR FIRM NAMED ON THIS SHEET. IF YOU ARE NOT THE 
INTENDED RECIPIENT, YOU ARE HEREBY NOTIFIED THAT ANY DISCLOSURE, COPYING, DISTRIBUTION, OR THE 
TAKING OF ANY ACTION IN RELIANCE ON THE CONTENTS OF THIS INFORMATION IS STRICTLY PROHIBITED. THE 
DOCUMENTS SHOULD BE RETURNED TO THE PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE IMMEDIATELY. IF THIS FACSIMILE IS 
RECEIVED IN ERROR, PLEASE NOTIFY THE EXAMINER LISTED HEREON IMMEDIATELY. 



